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Morgan Martinez graduated in 2019 with a Master in Human Rights
and Humanitarian Action with concentrations in Diplomacy and
Latin America. Morgan is currently working as an International
Project Manager for Simplon.co, a network of socially-conscious
coding bootcamps that provide tuition-free digital skills trainings to
job seekers and individuals that are underrepresented in the tech
sector (women, refugees, individuals with disabilities, kids, etc.)
Morgan is based in Montreuil, a suburb just outside of Paris.

How did you secure this role?

I was offered this position after completing a 6-month internship, optional internship with Simplon.co during my last semester at
PSIA.

What is your role and main responsibilities?

Within my current role of International Project Manager, I undertake a number of responsibilities, such as:

● seeking out and developing prospective international partnerships;
● conducting feasibility studies to determine whether there is a need for digital skills trainings in a given market;
● coordinating the opening of new Simplon training centers abroad;
● participating in the recruitment of future Simplon trainees abroad;
● following up with existing training centers abroad and providing ongoing support to their training staff;
● and conducting regular reviews of ongoing partnerships and renewal agreements.

What is the most fascinating and/or surprising aspect of your role?

Every single day I am presented with new challenges that test my abilities to think critically, act diplomatically, and work across
geographic, cultural, and linguistic boundaries. There is no such thing as an “average day” within my position, which keeps the role
particularly exciting. In the morning, I may have a conference call with a training team in Jordan to discuss the progress of their
Syrian trainees from Zaatari refugee camp. In the afternoon, I may be in brainstorming sessions with my Paris-based team,
debating the best way to create more synchronization between our French and international training centers. By the end of the
workday, I may have another conference call, but this time with potential partners in Turkey to negotiate their support for the
opening of a new training center.

How did your PSIA experience help you with the role?



At PSIA, my thematic concentration was diplomacy. I can say, without a doubt, that the courses that I took within this
concentration provided me with a skill set that I use every single day when working with partners from around the globe.
Additionally, one of my favorite courses from PSIA

- International Human Rights Law with Dr. William Schabas - provided me with the foundational knowledge necessary to
navigate the legal intricacies of working with displaced populations in third-country settings (and more particularly, in countries
that are not signatories to the Geneva Convention).

What advice would you give to others?

Very simply, do not be afraid to take risks. Be bold and do not hesitate to ask for exactly what you want. When I applied for the
internship position that ultimately led to my full-time, post-grad position, the job posting very clearly stated that they were looking
for a full-time intern. However, the position being offered was one that interested me so much that I applied, interviewed, and
asked for an exception to be made to the full-time status for the first few months while I finished my degree. Ultimately, this
exception was granted - but it would not have been had I not directly asked for it.

Furthermore, do not get discouraged - the vast majority of us are going to receive a number of rejections (for internships, jobs,
and even volunteer positions) before we find “the one.” A rejection does not mean that you have failed - it simply means that the
door remains open for you to find an opportunity better suited for your interests and skill set.

The International Team (my team!) at Simplon.co is currently recruiting an intern (paid) for the role of chargé.e d’appui au
développement Europe with an ASAP start date. You can find more information (in French) about the role here. If you have any
specific questions about this position, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly at mmartinez@simplon.co

Additionally, Simplon.co is recruiting company-wide for a number of full-time positions. More information on Simplon.co,
including available positions, can be found here.

https://www.welcometothejungle.co/fr/companies/simplon-co-1/jobs/stage-charge-e-d-appui-au-developpement-europe_paris-montreuil
mailto:mmartinez@simplon.co
https://www.welcometothejungle.co/fr/companies/simplon-co-1/jobs

