
Maxime, Human Right Defender (L'Oréal), graduated
from The Law School

Maxime Belingheri is a 2015 graduate of the Law School. Today,
he is Head of Human Rights at L'Oréal and maintains strong ties
with Sciences Po both as a teacher and as a tutor in the Law
School's Clinic. Focus on his missions for the world leader in
beauty and the issues entrusted by L'Oréal to students in the
context of the Law School Clinic, in favor of the respect of Human
Rights within the Group's activities.



What does your role as Human Rights
Manager entail? 

The core of my job is to ensure that L'Oréal's business operates in
accordance with international standards, which are UN standards
that have been almost universally signed and ratified by UN
member states. These include rights such as the prohibition of child
labour, forced labour, freedom of expression and association...what
is central is to take the risk to the individual that a company may run
through all its activities wherever it operates. 

Who do you work with on a daily basis?

On a daily basis, I work with the different functions of the Group:
Purchasing, HR, Marketing to help them in operational projects for
the deployment of the respect of Human Rights throughout the
Group and its value chains, everywhere in the world.

Can you give an example of a concrete
project? 

One concrete commitment is the Living Wage, a commitment by
L'Oréal to ensure a living wage that covers the basic needs of a
worker and his or her family. L'Oréal has made this commitment not
only for all of its 85,000 employees, but also, by 2030, for all the
workers of its strategic suppliers. In concrete terms, this means that
a worker in a factory of one of L'Oréal's strategic suppliers in China,
the United States or Argentina will see his or her salary at least
above the poverty level, which is higher than the national minimum
wage in many countries around the world.

What do you find most difficult about your
job?

In human rights, one of the difficulties is the complexity of the
interweaving of global standards on the one hand and local or
national standards on the other. You need to have the agility to
balance the two and above all to measure the final impact that you
will have on human beings, whose rights must be protected in the
end.

Any advice for students? 

For students who have the opportunity, it would be to join the Law
School Clinic's projects and the projects that are proposed to them.
These are projects that allow them to implement and test their
knowledge in the field and begin to have a real impact on the life of
a company.

What is the project that L'Oréal has
entrusted to the Law School Clinic?

In 2020-21, the project focused on the stereotypes that may be
conveyed by L'Oréal's communications and marketing. As the
world's third largest advertiser, the potential impact of the group's
communications and marketing is potentially significant.



Concretely, the project consists of a background research phase. Then, they started a phase of interviews with internal L'Oréal
employees who work on advertising: the marketing teams, the consumer intelligence department, the marketing purchasing
department, but also external stakeholders: NGOs active on these subjects or academics who have an opinion or issues to
share.

What were the concrete results of this
project?

The students submitted a final report which they presented to
several governance committees within the group. The feedback
from these L'Oréal bodies was very positive and we are therefore
delighted to have been able to entrust this project to Sciences Po
students as part of the Law School Clinic.

What other ties do you have with
Sciences Po today?

In addition to the friendships and strong memories I have of
Sciences Po, I have taught courses on discrimination on the Reims
campus and regularly speak in various courses. Finally, since 2020 I
have had the pleasure of tutoring projects as part of my missions
within the Law School Clinic.
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