
Fionnuala Egan

Fionnuala Egan is a student in the Master in Human Rights and
Humanitarian Action with concentrations in with concentrations in
Diplomacy and European Studies. She recently completed an
internship with the Permanent Representation of Ireland to the
OECD and UNESCO.



How did you secure this role?

I originally chose this Master because I am really interested in
international relations and want to contribute to creating a better
world for all. I have been interested in a career in diplomacy since
doing an internship in the US Embassy in Dublin in 2016 and I know
that the protection and promotion of human rights is one of Ireland's
key foreign policy goals. This position was advertised on the
Representation’s website. I sent in a cover letter and CV and then I
was called for an interview. The interview tested my knowledge of
the OECD, UNESCO and Ireland's role in both. It was also
competencies-based, including questions regarding my
communication and time-management skills. Some questions were
also in French, to test my fluency.

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE AND MAIN
RESPONSIBILITIES?

I worked as a Temporary Attaché, primarily focusing on work in
UNESCO. My main tasks were attending a wide range of meetings
at both UNESCO and the OECD, report writing, research, event
management (including cultural events and Ambassador’s
receptions), working with diplomatic staff on policy issues,
contributing to our social media presence and undertaking
administrative tasks.

WHAT IS THE MOST FASCINATING OR
SURPRISING ASPECT AT YOUR ROLE?

The fact that Ireland has a small diplomatic teammeant that I was
really able to get hands-on experience in my work. I attended a wide
range of meetings and was usually unaccompanied. This
responsibility made the internship very fulfilling.

HOW DOES YOUR PSIA EXPERIENCE HELP YOU
WITH THE ROLE?

My PSIA experience helped me in this role as I was used to taking
many and varied classes and working on lots of assignments with
tight deadlines. This taught me key time management and
adaptability skills which were important in such a diverse role. I am
also grateful that PSIA allowed me to develop my communication
and organisational skills through an emphasis on presentations and
shorter written assignments which were of great use as I often wrote
reports in my internship.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO OTHERS?

I would really advise others to apply for an internship within
UNESCO or the OECD. I learned so much and this experience has
really confirmed that I have a keen interest in working within
diplomacy or in a multilateral institution. It was a pleasure to work in
a multicultural environment with such talented and interesting
people. This internship has been one of my favourite parts of
studying at PSIA and a memory I will always cherish.

● Master in Human Rights and Humanitarian Action
● The Permanent Representation of Ireland to the OECD and

UNESCO
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